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KEY POINTS   

   

 ISIS’s ability to sow terror in the West has not been significantly diminished as the United 

States confronts the most alarming terror threat environment since 9/11. 

 

 Islamist terrorists from ISIS to al Qaeda sit atop a global jihadist network strengthened by 

safe havens, hardened fighters, local supporters, diverse resources, and advanced technologies. 

 

 The “terrorist diaspora” from Syria and Iraq will remain a significant threat in the years to 

come, particularly as fighters continue to infiltrate the West amidst massive refugee and 

migrant flows. 

 

 The primary state sponsor of terror, Iran, continues to threaten the United States and 

undermine its interests. It is dismantling the sanctions regime, developing more robust military 

and nuclear capabilities, spreading its malevolent influence throughout the Middle East, and 

sustaining the conflicts that empower extremists of all stripes. 

 

 Former Guantanamo Bay terror detainees are continuing to return to the ranks of jihadist 

organizations at a dangerous clip.  

 

HOMEGROWN ISLAMIST EXTREMISM 

 

 FBI Director James Comey stated in September 2016 that the Bureau has about 1,000 active 

homegrown terror investigations. He estimated in May 2016 that around 80 percent of active 

homegrown terror investigations are related to ISIS.  

 

 Since September 11, 2001, there have been at least 171 homegrown jihadist plots in the United 

States, including attempts to join terrorist groups overseas and execute attacks at home. More than 

86 percent of these cases have occurred or been uncovered since 2009.
1
 

 

 Authorities have arrested 109 individuals in the U.S. and charged 4 others in absentia in ISIS-linked 

cases since 2014.
2
 These individuals had, among other acts: plotted attacks; attempted to join ISIS in 

Iraq and Syria (or facilitated others’ travel); provided money, equipment, and weapons to ISIS; and 

falsified statements to federal authorities. Eight ISIS-linked terrorists have been killed while carrying 

out five separate attacks in California, Florida, Massachusetts, Texas, and Minnesota.  

 

 Nearly 90 percent of the ISIS supporters charged in the U.S. are male and their average age is 26.
3
 

Nearly one-third of the ISIS-linked individuals charged were involved in plotting attacks inside the 

United States.  

 

 

                                                           
1 This figure is based on open-source data compiled by the Congressional Research Service and the Majority Staff of the Homeland Security Committee. 
2 This figure is based on open-source data compiled and analyzed by the Majority Staff of the Homeland Security Committee. 
3
 These figures are provided by the George Washington University’s Program on Extremism. See: 

https://cchs.gwu.edu/sites/cchs.gwu.edu/files/downloads/Sept.%202016%20Update.pdf.  

http://klewtv.com/news/nation-world/us-sees-uptick-in-homegrown-terrorism-15-years-after-911
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel/press-releases/director-comey-remarks-during-may-11-pen-and-pad-with-reporters
https://twitter.com/gwupoe/status/756183291536019456
https://cchs.gwu.edu/sites/cchs.gwu.edu/files/downloads/Sept.%202016%20Update.pdf


  
 
 

 

Recent Developments 

 

 September 30: Nelash Mohamed Das, a 24-year-old Bangladeshi citizen who has been living in 

Maryland as a legal permanent resident, was arrested after he plotted to kill a member of the U.S. 

military on behalf of ISIS. 

 

 September 18: Ahmad Khan Rahami, a 28-year-old U.S. citizen who was born in Afghanistan and is 

a resident of Elizabeth, New Jersey, was arrested after launching a bombing campaign targeting 

multiple locations in New York and New Jersey. Rahami was carrying a journal citing ISIS’s call for 

its followers in the West to launch attacks at home.  

 

 September 18: Dahir Adan, a 20-year-old U.S. citizen living in St. Cloud, Minnesota, attacked nearly 

a dozen people with a knife at a mall. Adan was born to a Somali family in Kenya before 

immigrating to the United States. 

   

 September 8: Marie Castelli, a 56-year-old U.S. citizen and Muslim convert from Maysville, 

Kentucky, was arrested after issuing violent threats and lying to federal authorities. Castelli 

promoted ISIS propaganda through social media. 

 

ISIS TERROR ATTACK PLOTS AGAINST THE WEST 

 

 There have been at least 116 ISIS-linked plots to attack Western targets since 2014, including 36 

inside the United States.
4
 

 

Recent Developments  

 

 September 30: Nelash Mohamed Das expressed support for ISIS through social media, claimed he 

was in communication with ISIS members overseas, and attempted to target the U.S. military on 

behalf of ISIS. 

 

 September 25: French authorities arrested two young women who had been plotting an attack in 

France. The women, 17 and 19 years old, had been communicating with a French ISIS operative 

who reportedly encouraged them to launch specific attacks in France.  
 

 September 21: German authorities arrested a 16-year-old Syrian refugee they believed was plotting 

an attack. The suspect was communicating with ISIS and had received specific guidance on building 

a bomb. 

 

 September 18: Ahmad Khan Rahami was carrying a journal with references indicating he was 

following the guidance of Abu Muhammad al Adnani, who was the “principal architect” of ISIS’s 

external operations before a U.S. airstrike eliminated him on August 30, 2016. Rahami wrote that 

Adnani and Anwar al Awlaki, the former external operations head for al Qaeda’s branch in Yemen, 

“said it clearly attack the [non-believers] in their backyard.” 

                                                           
4 These figures are based on open-source data compiled and analyzed by the Majority Staff of the Homeland Security Committee.  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/maryland-man-charged-attempting-provide-material-support-isil-plan-kill-us-military-member
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/ahmad-khan-rahami-charged-manhattan-and-new-jersey-federal-courts-executing-bombings-new-york
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2016/09/21/blood-covered-journal-of-new-york-bombing-suspect-references-al-qaeda-and-islamic-state/?utm_term=.74f682baa91f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/an-unassuming-life-before-a-suspects-rampage-in-a-minnesota-mall/2016/09/19/f2a608f0-7e7a-11e6-9070-5c4905bf40dc_story.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edky/pr/northern-kentucky-woman-arraigned-charges-communicating-threat-and-making-false
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/maryland-man-charged-attempting-provide-material-support-isil-plan-kill-us-military-member
http://www.wsj.com/articles/two-women-detained-on-suspicion-of-planning-terror-attack-in-france-1474828327
http://www.dw.com/en/cologne-police-detained-refugee-from-syria-planned-bomb-attack/a-19565999
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/09/reference-to-islamic-state-omitted-from-chelsea-bombing-complaint.php
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Releases/News-Release-View/Article/930843/statement-by-pentagon-press-secretary-peter-cook-on-precision-airstrike-targeti
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/09/reference-to-islamic-state-omitted-from-chelsea-bombing-complaint.php


  
 
 

 

 

 September 18: Dahir Adan reportedly asked victims during his stabbing spree at a mall in Minnesota 

if they were Muslim. ISIS’s primary media arm claimed Adan was an ISIS supporter shortly after 

the attack.   

 

 September 10: Ihsas Khan, a 22-year-old man who was inspired by ISIS, attacked and stabbed an 

individual in Sydney, Australia.   
 

 September 10: French authorities arrested a 15-year-old boy who was reportedly plotting an 

imminent attack in Paris, France. The boy, who had been under house arrest since November 2015, 

was believed to communicating with a prominent French ISIS operative. 

 

 September 10: An ISIS-linked cyber hacking group released a “kill list” with information about real 

estate professionals in the United States and encouraged individuals to locate and attack them.   

 

 September 9: French authorities arrested the members of a female ISIS terror cell that plotted a 

bombing near the Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, France. One of the women had been engaged to 

two ISIS supporters who separately killed a priest and a police official and his partner. French 

authorities have also unraveled multiple terror plots in the French Riviera since the July 2016 Nice 

attack. 
 

 September 8: ISIS supporter Marie Castelli posted the name, address, and photograph of an 

individual she encouraged others to attack and execute.  

 

 

FOREIGN FIGHTERS 

 

 More than 42,900 fighters—including at least 7,900 from Western countries—have reportedly 

traveled to Syria and Iraq from at least 120 countries since 2011. The number of fighters flowing 

into Syria and Iraq every month has reportedly dropped from 2,000 to “as few as 50.” Around 250 of 

the Western fighters traveled from the United States and 5,000 of them traveled from European 

Union countries. As many as 20,000 Shia fighters—including from Lebanese Hezbollah and Iranian-

directed Iraq-based militias— have also traveled to Syria to fight alongside the Assad regime.  

 

 Europol Director Rob Wainwright recently predicted that Europe will face a “generation-long 

struggle” with “thousands of foreign fighters” returning to the continent. Europol estimates that 

nearly 2,000 European fighters have returned home from Syria and Iraq. FBI Director Comey 

recently warned “[t]here will be a terrorist diaspora sometime in the next two to five years like we've 

never seen before.”  

 

 A Syrian refugee living in a shelter in Germany who had reportedly been “rapidly radicalized” was 

arrested after plotting an attack on behalf of ISIS. A recent Syrian suicide bomber in Germany had 

reportedly sought asylum in Europe after illegally entering the continent in 2013. At least one of the 

European ISIS operatives in the March 2016 Brussels attack reportedly reentered Europe by posing 

as a Syrian refugee in Greece. At least two of the ISIS attackers in Paris last November infiltrated 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/an-unassuming-life-before-a-suspects-rampage-in-a-minnesota-mall/2016/09/19/f2a608f0-7e7a-11e6-9070-5c4905bf40dc_story.html
http://www.cnn.com/2016/09/18/us/minnesota-mall-stabbing/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-11/alleged-sydney-terror-attacker-inspired-by-is-minto-stabbing/7833870
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-attacks-france-idUSKCN11H0MR
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Dark-Web-and-Cyber-Security/cca-releases-kill-list-of-over-22-000-u-s-based-real-estate-company-employees.html
http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-notre-dame-islamic-state-20160909-snap-story.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-attacks-nice-idUSKCN11X2F6
http://www.maysville-online.com/news/local/indictment-claims-castelli-advocated-execution/article_03aeb8a3-875e-5629-91a9-e67cc633d18a.html
http://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/062816_McGurk_Testimony.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/a/americans-fighting-iraq-syria-foes-islamic-state-report/3459384.html
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/743229/department-of-defense-press-briefing-by-maj-gen-gersten-via-teleconference-from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/flow-of-foreign-fighters-plummets-as-isis-loses-its-edge/2016/09/09/ed3e0dda-751b-11e6-9781-49e591781754_story.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/03/30/remarks-lisa-o-monaco-intelligence-studies-project-university-texas
http://time.com/4336919/europol-terrorist-paris-brussels-rob-wainwright/?xid=tcoshare
http://www.wsj.com/articles/iran-expands-role-in-syria-in-conjunction-with-russias-airstrikes-1443811030
http://www.wsj.com/articles/europe-concerned-about-return-of-islamic-state-militants-1475080325
http://www.wsj.com/articles/europe-concerned-about-return-of-islamic-state-militants-1475080325
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/09/islamic-state-diaspora-james-comey-228782
http://www.dw.com/en/cologne-police-detained-refugee-from-syria-planned-bomb-attack/a-19565999
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/05/world/europe/germany-refugees-terrorism.html
http://time.com/4287341/brussels-attacks-arrest-mohamed-abrini-osama-krayem/
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/HM/HM00/20160714/105134/HHRG-114-HM00-Wstate-RasmussenN-20160714.pdf


  
 
 

 

Europe by posing as Syrian refugees; Hungarian officials believe a majority of the attackers in Paris 

used migrant routes to enter Europe. 

 

 The National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) has identified “…individuals with ties to terrorist 

groups in Syria attempting to gain entry to the U.S. through the U.S. refugee program.” The Obama 

administration has resettled nearly 13,000 refugees in the United States this past fiscal year and has 

vowed to help “bring even more” this coming year. The vetting process for these refugees, which 

typically takes 18 to 24 months, is overseen by the Department of Homeland Security and the State 

Department, with assistance from U.S. government security agencies. American law enforcement 

and intelligence officials have repeatedly indicated that the U.S. lacks reliable and credible 

intelligence to properly vet and screen potential Syrian refugees. 

 

 

FOREIGN JIHADIST NETWORKS & SAFE HAVENS 

 

ISIS 

 

 At least 34 Islamist extremist groups have pledged their allegiance to ISIS. ISIS, its affiliates, and 

supporting groups have operated in approximately two dozen countries or territories, including 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Lebanon, 

Nigeria, the Palestinian territories (Gaza), Pakistan, Philippines, Russia (North Caucasus region), 

Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen.
5
 The group has established eight official branches.  

 

 ISIS controls more than a dozen cities and towns across Iraq and Syria, despite losing significant 

terrain since 2014, including half of its territory in Iraq and a quarter of its territory in Syria.
6
 The 

group has anchored its territorial claims in Syria and Iraq with strongholds in Raqqa and Mosul, 

respectively. American military officials have indicated they are preparing to assist local, anti-ISIS 

forces launch an assault in Mosul this month.  

 

 ISIS’s Libyan branch, described by CIA Director John Brennan in June 2016 as “the most developed 

and the most dangerous” of its affiliates, has been largely dislodged from its base in the coastal city 

of Sirte. Its territory there has been reduced to a square kilometer. ISIS fighters will, however, 

continue to have a presence in other parts of Libya and they may establish a new base and sanctuary 

in southern Libya. 

 

 ISIS’s affiliate in Egypt, which blew up a commercial passenger plane in 2015, has maintained its 

foothold in the Sinai Peninsula. Its militants have continued targeting local security forces. The 

Israeli Defense Forces assess that HAMAS, the Palestinian terrorist organization based in the Gaza 

Strip, has provided financial, training, communications, and medical support to ISIS in the Sinai. 

 

 ISIS’s affiliate in Afghanistan has been vying for control over territory in eastern Afghanistan 

despite joint U.S.-Afghan operations targeting it. The group, largely comprised of former Pakistani 

                                                           
5 Data compiled by the Majority Staff of the Homeland Security Committee using open source materials. 
6 These figures are derived from assessments of territorial control conducted by the Institute for the Study of War research organization. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/how-europes-migrant-crisis-became-an-opportunity-for-isis/2016/04/21/ec8a7231-062d-4185-bb27-cc7295d35415_story.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/02/majority-of-paris-attackers-used-migration-routes-to-enter-europ/
https://homeland.house.gov/press/mccaul-statement-on-concerns-regarding-syrian-refugee-program/
http://www.voanews.com/a/us-narrowly-misses-refugee-limit-for-2016/3533782.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-surpasses-syrian-refugee-goal-set-by-obama-expects-more-next-year/2016/09/27/59cedeb8-84e7-11e6-ac72-a29979381495_story.html
http://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/admissions/
https://homeland.house.gov/press/nations-top-security-officials-concerns-on-refugee-vetting/
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/99927b5e8a5848c397bce9adb3ac9a0d/un-chief-34-groups-now-allied-islamic-state-extremists
https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/2016-02-09SSCI_open_threat_hearing_transcript.pdf
http://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/092916_Blinken_Testimony.pdf
http://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/950155/noose-tightening-in-battle-to-retake-mosul-dunford-says
http://www.intelligence.senate.gov/sites/default/files/documents/jobrennanstatement.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-idUSKCN114278
http://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech-View/Article/953317/opening-statement-on-us-national-security-challenges-and-ongoing-military-opera
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18/20160927/105389/HHRG-114-FA18-Wstate-JoscelynT-20160927.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-37188226
http://www.criticalthreats.org/libya/kagan-estelle-ISIS-loses-headquarters-in-sirte-august-11-2016
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-sinai-insurgency-insight-idUSKCN0W41JO
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/suspected-islamic-state-militants-kill-3-police-1-civilian-in-egypt-1.431306
https://www.idfblog.com/blog/2016/05/19/five-years-terror-threat-isis-israels-southern-border/
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-retakes-control-of-former-strongholds-in-afghanistan/3525211.html
http://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech-View/Article/953317/opening-statement-on-us-national-security-challenges-and-ongoing-military-opera
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/879392/department-of-defense-press-briefing-by-general-nicholson-via-teleconference-fr


  
 
 

 

Taliban fighters, has traditionally operated in southern Nangarhar province along the Pakistan 

border.  

 

 ISIS’s supporters in East Africa have established a base in Puntland, Somalia, and are actively 

recruiting followers under the direction of a former al Shabaab operative. ISIS supporters in 

neighboring Kenya recently launched an attack on local police forces. 

 

 In Yemen, ISIS has exploited the ongoing civil war to expand its footprint. It recently claimed 

responsibility for the killing of a local security official in Aden.  

 

 The head of the Australian Secret Intelligence Service recently warned that ISIS-affiliated groups in 

Indonesia and the Philippines pose a growing terror threat. 

Al Qaeda  

 

 Syria-based Jabhat al Nusra (JN) is al Qaeda’s largest affiliate. It will continue to support al Qaeda’s 

ideology and intent to attack the West despite its recent “separation” announcement and name 

change (to Jabhat Fatah al Sham), according to National Counterterrorism Center Director Nicholas 

Rasmussen. JN has increasingly integrated Syrian opposition fighters facing a coordinated assault 

from the forces of the Assad regime, Russia, and Iran and its proxies. It has been gaining traction 

within the Syrian population and could consolidate its control over a “protected territorial base on 

the borders of Europe that the international community would find very hard to root out.” 

 

 Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), supported by up to 4,000 members, has exploited the 

ongoing conflict in Yemen to “provide a haven from which to plan future attacks” against the U.S. 

and its allies. AQAP has intertwined itself with local militias and civilian populations as a way to 

increase its influence. 

 

 Al Qaeda and its affiliate Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent have recently had a presence inside 

Afghanistan. The Defense Department assessed in May 2016 that Al Qaeda has increased its 

cooperation with the Taliban and can act as an accelerant for the Taliban’s operations. The Taliban 

either controls or is fighting for control over at least 30 percent of Afghanistan’s population. The al 

Qaeda-aligned Haqqani Network constitutes “the primary threat to Americans, to coalition members 

and to Afghans, especially in and around Kabul.” 

 

 Al Qaeda’s affiliate in Somalia, al Shabaab, continues to pose a threat to Western and regional 

interests in East Africa despite being weakened by local security forces. The group “retains the 

ability to retake territory” in Somalia. Al Shabaab forces recently attacked local government forces 

and U.S. military advisors in Somalia. In June 2016, U.S. Africa Command thwarted an al Shabaab 

attack plot against American military personnel in Somalia.  

 

 Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) has launched several major attacks in West Africa since 

late 2015. AQIM has been attempting to expand its influence in Libya, including through proxies. 

 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-islamic-state-idUSKCN0ZC09S
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/08/261409.htm
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKCN11J1TE
http://intelligence.house.gov/sites/intelligence.house.gov/files/documents/ClapperSFRWWT.pdf
https://www.yahoo.com/news/gunmen-assassinate-senior-intelligence-official-yemen-162002265.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-26/asis-spy-chief-warns-on-jihadists-in-south-east-asia/7877568
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/download/rasmussen-testimony-9-27-16
http://www.wsj.com/articles/syria-rebels-draw-closer-to-al-qaeda-linked-group-1475197943
http://www.economist.com/news/international/21707208-eclipsed-islamic-state-al-qaeda-may-be-making-comeback-more-pragmatic-and
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257523.htm
http://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/935957/september-6-us-central-command-announces-yemen-counterterrorism-strikes/
http://www.criticalthreats.org/yemen/yemen-crisis-situation-reports-august-25-2016
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/721738/department-of-defense-press-briefing-by-general-cleveland-via-teleconference-fr
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/752763/department-of-defense-press-briefing-by-brig-gen-cleveland-via-teleconference-f
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/us-general-10-percent-afghanistan-taliban-control-42311475
http://www.voanews.com/a/general-nicholson-pakistan-haqqani-network/3523361.html
http://www.rand.org/news/press/2016/09/13.html
http://www.rand.org/news/press/2016/09/13.html
http://www.africom.mil/NewsByCategory/pressrelease/28414/u-s-self-defense-strikes-in-somalia
http://thehill.com/policy/defense/285278-al-shabaab-plans-to-attack-us-forces-prompted-recent-airstrike-in-somalia
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/al-qaeda-affiliates-are-threatening-west-africas-most-peaceful-cities/2016/05/15/4210ecf2-1643-11e6-971a-dadf9ab18869_story.html
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18/20160927/105389/HHRG-114-FA18-Wstate-JoscelynT-20160927.pdf


  
 
 

 

 

 

GUANTANAMO BAY DETAINEES 

 

 The Director of National Intelligence’s most recent assessment of recidivism among former 

Guantanamo Bay detainees concluded that at least 30 percent of detainees released have returned or 

are suspected of having returned to jihadist activity. At least 20 detainees released since 2009 are 

known or suspected to have reengaged in the fight. 

 

 There are now 61 detainees left at Guantanamo Bay; around a third of them are awaiting transfer 

overseas. 

 

 The Washington Post reported in June 2016 that the Obama Administration has assessed that at least 

a dozen former Guantanamo detainees have conducted deadly attacks on American and allied forces 

in Afghanistan following their release.  

 

 

THE IRANIAN TERROR THREAT 

 

 Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps Navy has recently deployed its missile ships and high-

speed attack boats to conduct aggressive and threatening maneuvers near U.S. Navy vessels. These 

types of provocations have reportedly risen more than 50 percent since last year. Iranian-backed 

rebels in Yemen recently attacked a naval vessel owned by the United Arab Emirates. 

 

 Iranian leaders have been touting their ongoing development of ballistic missiles. In January 2016, 

the Obama Administration agreed – in a secret agreement coinciding with the release of American 

hostages and the transfer of $1.7 billion to Tehran – to the lifting of United Nations sanctions on two 

Iranian banks that facilitated procurement for Iran’s missile industry.   

 

 Iranian-directed fighters, including from Iraqi Shi’a militias, have reportedly converged on Aleppo, 

Syria, in order to support the Assad regime’s offensive in the city. In Lebanon, Iran’s terrorist proxy 

Hezbollah has stockpiled an estimated 100,000 rockets and missiles, including weapons capable of 

hitting targets across all of Israel. 

 

 Iran and Russia have recently enhanced their military cooperation through basing access and 

weapons system transfers. Iran’s hosting of Russian military assets on its soil allows it to improve its 

deterrence capabilities. Russia’s illicit transfer of the S-300 missile system to Iran represents a 

“strategic game changer” that will complicate U.S. military planning.  

 

 The U.S. Treasury Department in July sanctioned three senior al Qaeda members operating inside 

Iran as part of a terror facilitation network. The broader al Qaeda network inside Iran has been 

operating there under a formal agreement with the Iranian regime. 

 

https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/FINAL%20-%20GTMO%20Unclass%20CDA%20Response%20-%20September%202016.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/FINAL%20-%20GTMO%20Unclass%20CDA%20Response%20-%20September%202016.pdf
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/guantanamo/article95829247.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/about-12-released-guantanamo-detainees-implicated-in-deadly-attacks-on-americans/2016/06/08/004d038e-2776-11e6-b989-4e5479715b54_story.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-iran-navy-idUSKCN11C1TL
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2016/08/26/defense-official-iran-confrontations-with-us-navy-up-50-percent-this-year.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/10/03/us-warships-sent-to-area-where-iran-backed-rebels-attacked-saudi-led-coalition-ship.html
http://www.thetower.org/3972-iran-begins-mass-producing-new-ballistic-missile-after-successful-test-launch/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-signed-secret-document-to-lift-u-n-sanctions-on-iranian-banks-1475193723
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp219.aspx
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/sep/29/aleppo-attack-foreign-syrian-fighters-plan-shia-islamic
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